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From the Manager...by Nancy Mueller

Congratulations to our new President, Helen Sick from the Loon
Lake Association in Steuben County. Helen is a long time NYS-
FOLA Board member and CSLAP volunteer. She also serves as
NYSFOLA’s unofficial “historian.” We know that she will be
an excellent leader. She will take over this column for the next
edition of “Waterworks.”

Also, our sincere thanks

W John Slater for his many
years at the helm of NYS-
FOLA. Under his leader-
ship, we took on some large
challenges including the
publication of “Diet for a
Small Lake” and continued
comments on the proposed
NYS DEC Dam Safety Regu-
lations. We are very thank-

ance and direction.

Newly elected NYSFOLA President Helen

Sick thanks John Slater for his many years The Oﬁice has been particu-

i President of NYSFOLA. .
of service as President of NYS larly busy this year. For

me, it has been a vear spent getting to know more and more
members of NYSFOLA. It is always good to hear from the mem-
bership by phone or e-mail and even more rewarding to meet
our members at the annual conference. So many of you have
become “old friends”, returning year after year, and I look for-
ward to our reunion each May.

CSLAP is more popular than ever with over 100 lakes partici-
pating and a long waiting list for 2010. There are a few new
parameters for the deeper lakes, and we are coordinating with
the NYS Department of Health in an attempt to monitor and
sample for algal toxins. We thank our volunteers for their time
and effort.

This fall, the 2009 North American Lake Management Society
(NALMS) meeting will be close to home and will provide a great
opportunity for our members to learn more about lake manage-
ment. The 29th Annual International Symposium will be held at
the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford October 28-30,
2009. We strongly encourage NYSFOLA members to attend.

As always, NYSFOLA is here for its membership, and we are
stronger when we hear from you! Please let us know your chal-
lenges (and successes) so that we may help lake associations
throughout the state.

Nancy Mueller, Manager
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Ask Dr. Lake...

Dear Dr. Lake,

We collected some samples of a milky-
blue suspension that collected in one of
our coves. It would collect in clusters,
then break apart into a blue cloud. One
of the residents could smell it at his dock, and it both-
ered his throat. It stained the wood on dock ladders a
deep blue color.

We filtered some through the CSLAP filter—it turned
green. Is there some way we can get a good sample,
and is there anyway we can have it analyzed?

We are hopeful that it is just a weird algae or pollen
but are concerned that someone may have added a
chemical to our little lake—perhaps copper sulfate; or
maybe there is something leaking on the shore. Can
you help us out?

Concerned NYSFOLA member, Petonia Lake, NY.

It took Dr. Lake and several specialists to help our
friends on Petonia Lake. The Petonia Lake samples
were forwarded to Dr. Greg Boyer at the SUNY Col-
lege of Environmental Science and Forestry. He made
an interesting discovery.

Initially, Dr. Boyer found that the sample contained
significant amounts of pine pollen and aquatic fungi.
Both are natural and not usually problem indicators.
However, neither were likely to impart the deep blue
color reported by the residents of Petonia Lake.

Further analysis indicated

sl that the sample was domi-

nated by aquatic fungi in

amounts not usually seen

in area lakes. Fungi are

o quite common, not typi-

@l cally harmful and appear
to be found in less polluted

waters, as they must otherwise compete with algae and

bacteria for nutrients.

Aquatic fungi like those in Petonia Lake

We are continuing to investigate this unusual Petonia
Lake phenomenon!

DEC Announces Completion of
Freshwater Angler Survey

NYS DEC Press Release July 9, 2009

The 2007 New York State Freshwa-
ter Angler Survey, which provides
valuable insight on fishing trends and &
resource management is now avail-
able. The survey is conducted peri-
odically in order to learn more about
the fishing experiences of anglers in
New York State, their interests in different types of
fishing opportunities, and their opinions on fisheries
management issues.

The information contained in the survey resulted from a
total of approximately 20,000 completed questionnaires
from a random sample of licensed anglers. The results
indicate that anglers spent an estimated 18.7 million
days fishing New York’s freshwaters in 2007.

Black bass contin-
ues to be a top fa-
vorite among
many anglers.
Other species, in-
cluding walleye,
yellow perch, and
bluegill/sunfish,
all aw increases from 1996 levels in the number of days
they were pursued by anglers.

Largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides)
Photo credit: NYS DEC

The survey gives insight not only into fishing prefer-
ences, but also the impact fishing has on state and local
economies. New York’s resident and non-resident an-
glers collectively spent an estimated $331 million at
fishing sites, and an estimated $202 million en route to
fishing sites. The Great Lakes fishery alone generated
an estimated $98 million in at-location expenditures.

The survey was carried out by Cornell University’s
Department of Natural Resources in cooperation with
DEC’s Bureau of Fisheries and was funded by a federal
“Sport Fish Restoration” grant.

The report can be found on DEC’s web site at:
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/56020.html.
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DEC Seeks Recommendation
on Draft Report
for Implementing the Great Lakes-
St. Lawrence River Basin
Water Resources Compact

NYSDEC Albany- The NYS Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) held several pub-
lic input sessions throughout the state last month
to seek input on the report “Our Great Lakes Water
Resources: Conserving and Protecting Our Water Today
for Use Tomorrow. The report was prepared by the
Great Lakes Basin Advisory Council (GLBAC) in
response to the directive issued to the Council by
the New York State Legislature in approving the
ratifying legislation of the Great Lakes-St. Law-
rence River Basin Water Resources Compact (the
Compact) in 2008.

Map of Great Lakes Basin U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District

The report can be found on the web at http:/
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/56095 html. Public recom-
mendations on the report are being accepted until
August 14,2009. Comments can be submitted via
email to glakes@gw.dec.state.ny.us or by regular
mail to: Great Lakes Basin Advisory Council Re-
port, /0 NYSDEC Region 9, 270 Michigan Ave-
nue, Buffalo, NY 14203.

Water Chestnut and European
Frogbit Pull
Takes Place at Montezuma
National Wildlife Refuge

The Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge in Cen-
tral, NY is forming a volunteer group MARSH
(Montezuma Alliance for the Restoration of Spe-
cies and Habitats). The group will support the
habitat restoration efforts of the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service and the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation at
Montezuma. Specifically, the group will work on
controlling invasive species in grassland, shrub-
land, forest, marsh and river by pulling invasive
species and replanting native species.

In July, MARSH volunteers spent several Satur-
days pulling invasive species including water
chestnut and European frogbit (Hydrocharis morsus-
ranae). This plant looks like a miniature water lily,
but it is free floating. It was introduced into the
Great Lakes Basin in the 1930s and continues to
spread and can now be found in most counties
bordering the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin and
Lake Champlain.

To learn more about this invasive plant, log onto:
http://www.seagrant.sunyb.edu/aid/pdfs/Frog-
bitFactsheet.pdf or http://
www.mainevolunteerlakemonitors.org/mciap/
herbarium/EuropeanFroghit.php.

For more information on Montezuma National
Wildlife Refuge, or to find out how to become a
volunteer, log onto: http://www.fws.gov/rSmnwr/
or contact:

Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge
3395 U.S. Route 20 East

Seneca Falls, NY 13148

(315)568-5987
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AVAILABLE FROM THE NYSFOLA OFFICE

Through the Looking Glass, A Wisconsin Lake Partnership publication containing in-
formation on nearly all aquatic plants.  Cost -$25.00 + 8% sales tax and $2.50 shipping
and handling per copy.

Lakescaping for Wildlife and Water Quality, This books is a “must have” for those who
want to be lake friendly property owners. The book includes chapters about lake ecosystems, designing lake-
shore landscaping and selecting the right plants. The book has a bit of an upper-midwestern slant, but it is very
applicable to New York State lakes.

Cost: $20.00 + 8% sales tax and $2.00 shipping and handling per copy

Diet for a Small Lake - The Expanded Guide to New York State Lake and Water-
shed Management, This book is a second-edition collaboration between the New
York State Federation of Lake Associations, Inc. and the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation. It serves as a manual for New York lake
associations to understand the complexities of watershed management and lake

| ecology. It also encourages lakefront property owners to take responsibility for
managing their lakes, rather than assuming that government agencies will do so. It
guides readers through the basics of aquatic plant management and leads them
through the process of developing a comprehensive watershed management plan.
The book also addresses applicable federal, state and local laws with emphasis on
New York State regulations including those that apply to the Adirondack Park.
Cost: $20.00 paperback $35.00 hardcover + 8% sales tax and $5.50 shipping &
handling (single copy); Add $1 s& h per additional copy.

Exotics to Go! This compact disk is “fast food” for people who need to give presentations about zebra mussels
and other aquatic nuisance species. Use it at your lake association’s annual meeting! It contains 7 PowerPoint
presentations including the scripts, images and talking points that focus on zebra mussel impacts and control.
There are also 22 informational publications in PDF format and lists of contacts for more information. The CD
was produced by the Illinois-Indiana and Minnesota Sea Grant programs on behalf of the Great Lakes Sea Grant
Network. Cost: $6.00 + 8% sales tax and $2.00 shipping and handling per copy.

NYSFOLA Publication Order Form

Title Quantity

Ship to: Name

Address City
State Zip Tax Exempt# (if applicable)
Price Per Copy 8% Sales Tax S&H Total

14 Waterworks August 2009









